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It’s a huge 
topic f� next 

year!
December is the 

m�th of 
solidarity

ELE�TIONS

UPCOMING 
ELE�TIONS

12%

WHY A SMAL� 
TURNOUT IS A 

PROBLEM?

CHAL�ENGES

HOW TO REACH LES� 
PRIVILEGED YOUTH?

Democracy is like keys of a piano 
- some of them louder, others - 

softer. It composes the 
symphony of civic melody

Youth vote is 
important

Give y�th 
something � 

vote f�!

increase of the 
young voters 

YOUTH A�TIVE 
PARTICIPATION 

LEVELS ARE HIGH 
38%

E-VOTING
VOLUNTE�RING

YOUNG PEOPLE ARE 
NOT REPRESENTED 
IN PARLIAMENT

VOTE

only 2 members in EU 
parliament are young people

youth did not vote for 
practical reasons

lacks solid legal 
framework

for privileged 
young people

the role of local YOUTH 
ORGANISATIONS is 

crucial

The programme should be 
improved by including 

MARGINALISED YOUTH

improving the definition of 
’YOUTH WITH FEWER 

OP�ORTUNITIES’
Participate in youth 

organisations

Advocate local 
auth�ities � 

implement EU 
Y�th Test

Connect 
European Youth 

Forum

Reach out to 
policy-makers 

directly

Join Movements 
e.g. ’Fridays for 

Future’

Provide ideas on 
youthideas.eu platform

Protesting is not 
replacing voting

Priorities of young 
people are 

underrepresented

Young non-voters 
are more likely to 

be non-voters 
tomorrow

Volunteers come 
from wealthier 

familieswealthy poor Gender gap - young men 
vote more than young 

women

SOFIa 
AFANASjEVA JOÃO 

ALbUQUeRqUe

Dr. StUaRt 
FOX

Dr. StUaRt 
FOX

ChRIStIaNA 
XENOFONtOS

ChRIStIaNA 
XENOFONtOS

PANEL 
DIScUSsIoN

Listen � 
y�ng people

Participati� 
has many 

f�ms

Let’s zoom in and explore the 
connection between 

volunteering and voting?

Protests

Memberships

Youth 
organisations

 CON�E�T TO 
POLICY-MAKERS

Youth interests

education to 
employment

legislations

consider impact on youth in all laws

YOUTH 
MANIFESTO

20 
DEMANDS

VOTING AGE 
FROM 16

in some EU countries

Why sh�ldn’t we 
have a right � express 

�r democratic 
participati�?

Democratic 
participati� is 
like a t lkit

Beliefs

Aims
Voting

Protest

VOTING 
TURNOUT

LOW
among young people is

VOLUNTE�RING VOTING

Volunteering as a route to 
the ballot box, especially for 

poorer young people

Both are products of being 
raised to be active

DEMOCRATIC 
PARTICIPATION

is like ice-cream

male female

VOLUNTEERING

???

VOTING

WHAT ABOUT OTHER 
FORMS OF 

PARTICIPATION?

very important 
to find different 

ways

sometimes paying 
too much attention 

to voting socio-economic 
divide can be even 

higher 

very often those not 
voting, also do not 
participate in other 

forms

TURNOUT AT EU 
ELE�TIONS

YOUNGER OLDER PO�RER WEALTHIER

national political structure
no voting at age 16

lack of democratic education
lack of tools and skills

difficult registration 
process to vote

no compulsory voting
not knowing if vote 

has an effect

Youth 
workers

Volunteering
Politivians being 

visible not only every 
5 years

BUILD A SAFE SPACE FOR 
PARTICIPATION

Volunteering builds 
confidence

Information on 
why to vote

Various participation 
opportunities 

LACK OF PERCEIVED 
CONFIDENCE

HOW CAN EU PROGRAM�ES 
SUP�ORT YOUTH?

MAJORITY participating 
in schemes are already 

politicaly active

Volunteering is a 
PRIVILEGE

these schemes are a little 
LIMITED to broaden a 

range of young peopleSCAN THIS FOR 
MORE RESOURCES:


